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Getting to a New Place

As has been increasingly obvious in the past year, we at St. Martin’s are “in transition.” Or we might
say, we have been called to an interim ministry—interim meaning “an interval of time between one event, proc-
ess, or period and another.” The “one event,” of course, is the event of the retirement of The Rev. Leonard Free-
man and “another” is the arrival of a new rector. The interim “process” has to do with such things as celebrating
and coming to terms with our history, reviewing our identity, purpose and mission and discerning what kind of
rector might best be called for the next period of St. Martin’s life.

As Interim Rector called to provide leadership for the congregation beginning in April of 2009, it has
been my privilege and responsibility to help shape and carry out the interim work as well as to act like a regular
rector doing the conventional things such as praying, preaching, teaching, caring for the sick and dying and
minding the administration of the parish. I want to offer a word of gratitude to the staff, parish leaders and the
whole congregation for their support of this work. In brief, we’ve been attending to the mission of St. Martin’s
“to grow through Christian worship, Christian education and community outreach.”

At best, a time of transition is also a time of transformation. One prays that the work being done has a
renewing, refreshing quality and that it fits into a trajectory that brings the congregation to a new place blessed
by God. Personally, I find getting to that new place involves some decent work but also a measure of mystery.
Some time ago while driving along, | heard a news story carried by NPR about “Bees Follow Their Leaders.”
Like humans, bees move to new homes from time to time and when they do, leadership counts. Dr. Thomas
Seeley of the Department of Neurobiology and Behavior at Cornell University has discovered what effective
leadership looks like and how it functions. It turns out that when a swarm makes a move—typically about be-
tween 10 and 20 thousand bees making a swarm about the size of a bus—only about five percent of them actu-
ally know where they are going. These “streaker bees”, the leaders, elevate above the crowd, fly speedily in a
straight line to the new place—say a hollow tree—and then return to the end of the swarm working from back to
front through the swarm giving direction.

Interlude: Oh to be a nimble, persuasive streaker bee knowing where to go and what to do! And to be the
kind of beneficent, sagacious leader that people just love to follow knowing that if they do so, they will flourish.
But, of course, this rather “top down” sounding kind of leadership is a bit out of style. In an interim ministry,
we want the direction to be fashioned by all, not just a few and that’s why we have parish surveys and gathering
groups.

Not to worry. The bee metaphor is not yet complete. The scout bees act democratically. Dr. Seeley:
“It’s a democracy. Different scouts find different locations, and they basically have a kind of race among them-
selves over who can convince enough other individuals, first, to get to one of these sites. And the best site wins
because the bees are very honest. If a scout finds an excellent site, she will produce very long dances advertis-
ing her site. If she finds a poor site, she’ll perform weak dances advertising her site. So the build up occurs
most strongly at the best site.”

So, there we have it: transition to a new place, leaders out front discerningly and democratically doing
their work for the benefit of all—all looking forward to the best new site in coming year.
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SUNDAY SCHEDULE

8am Holy Eucharist
10am - Holy Eucharist Children START in church...
Leave just before the sermon
Church School goes until 11:15am
(Adults stay for coffee/social time till 11:15).

Family Sunday 10 am
The 3rd Sunday of the month
All children in church, a special parent & child friendly format

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS

Monday- Friday
8:30am to 4:00 pm

of

St Ma r-the-LaKe BlissionyStatement

We the peopl eeée

St Mizei Liake BEpissopabGhurch
are a spiritual community
seeking to grow through
x  Christian Worship

x  Christian Education

x  Christian Outreach
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ﬁj BISHOP INCUMBANT AND BISHOP ELECT aj

On February 13, 2010 two things will be happening at the same time:
Bishop Jelinek becomes the retired bishop of Minnesota and the Rev.
Brian Prior becomes the 9" bishop of Minnesota. The Rt. Rev. Jelinek
continues to hold the office of diocesan bishop until the service of conse-
cration is completed on Saturday, February 13, 2010. Once the Presiding
Bishop and other designated bishops have completed the “laying on of
hands,” Brian Prior becomes “The Right Reverend Prior, Bishop of Min-
nesota.” Although retired, Bishop Jelinek remains a bishop for life and
remains a member of the House of Bishops with voice and vote.

You are invited to participate in the history making events in the
transition from Bishop Jelinek to Bishop Prior.

EPIPHANY AND LENT
ASH %:. GREEN AND PURPLE
WEDNESDAY

Green is the color of the Epiphany season
in the Church, marking the Visitation of the
The forty days and nights of Lent begin Magi and the initiation rites in the life of
with Ash Wednesday (February 17) Christ. Green, the color of nature, symbol-
when Christians may be signed with izes hope, peace and growth. A symbol of
ashes upon their foreheads symbolizing the triumph of spring over winter, or of life

the recognition of both our human mor- over death. Being a mixture of yellow and
tality (ashes to ashes, dust to dust), and blue, it also suggests charity and the regen-
our failure to live up to the best that is in eration of the soul through helping others.

us (heaping ashes upon our heads).
Purple is the color of repentance and is used

We will offer two simple services. in penitential seasons and on occasions of
One for those on the way to work, supplication.
one for the close of the day. It is the liturgical color for Lent, the
Church’s season of preparation and peni-
7:00 am and 6:00 pm tence, when all anticipate the joyous festi-
Holy Eucharist & Ashes val of Easter.
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LITURGY NOTES

We continue our Romp Through Greater Liturgy this month by mentioning the Liturgical
Year. The Church's year, season, months, days, and hours, is governed by the liturgical
calendar and the traditions that have grown out of it. Since we pray according to these
events, it's worth learning a bit about them.

All the world's cultures take into account their varying seasonal routines; they react to
them in various ways, and some of these have become codified into their collective
cultures and psyches. This may seem so obvious that it is not worth mentioning.
However, we Christians have inherited a particular manner of keeping time that is

directly related to the ancient world, and translated through later developments in

Europe. What we do with this inheritance is up to each generation, but particularly the
Roman Catholic, Anglican/Episcopal, and Lutheran traditions have honored the sacredness
of time through the continuing richness of these ancient cultures.

The early Christian church did not fully understand that it was "Christian" for quite
awhile. By definition, it had no tradition, no sacred texts, no means of standardized
worship. With gradations in between, two identities held sway - that is was indeed
separate and Christ-like, or that it was not separate from the Jewish faith at all, but
holding to Christ's centrality. This is an oversimplification, but the point of this
article is that since it didn't really know what it wanted, the early church's prayer
life borrowed heavily from the other traditions then current in their culture. These
traditions were primarily Jewish, but in turn, the Jewish traditions were heavily
influenced by other cultures - those of Greece, and the rest of the Near East. Add to
this the layering of later western traditions, such as the use of the Office Hours
(Mattins, Vespers, Compline, etc.), and our corporate prayer life today can easily be
understood as a product of a great expansion of time - 3,000 years, and counting.

The wonderment of it all is that things aren't all that musty. We change with the times
and find new ways to infuse our liturgies. The commemorations of our calendar's are
constantly revised. New prayers and new hymns and songs take the place of old ones.
What we still hold dear, we keep. Yet the tradition survives through its many layerings.
One of the core survival techniques of the Church - and perhaps its saving grace - is

its continued understanding of the sacredness of time. It maintains its ability to mark
time through fast, feast, and prayer. Is is indeed a peculiar thing, but by marking
specific Time, the Church observes the timelessness of Christ. By so doing, we become
constantly renewed and revised. Rather like the King James version, some might say. -

A
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EPISCO-BUILDERS

SAVE THE DATE — EXCITING NEWS!!!

EpiscoBuilders will be raising funds for the West Metro Episcopal
Churches Habitat for Humanity Project with a Mardi Gras Style
Pancake Supper on Fat Tuesday (also called
Shrove Tuesday).

Here are the details:

Where: Trinity Episcopal Church, Excelsior
When: Tuesday, February 16,2010
Who: Everyone in Region IX and their friends
Time: 5:30pm — 7:00pm pancakes, sausage/bacon, and fruit served
6:00pm — 8:00pm program with music, talent show,
and live auction
Price: Free will offering from $5 to $50 (this is a fundraiser, but we do
not want to keep anyone away because of a minimum price)
How: Sign-up with parish representative or send email to:
EpiscoBuilders@gmail.com

The newly elected Bishop Brian Pryor
will be in attendance

EPISCO-BUILDERS / HABITAT UPDATE

Episco-Builders along with Habitat for Humanity have been awarded a
$65,000.00 grant from Hennepin County. This money is specifically
targeted for the purchase of a foreclosed home in the Mound area.

*We are in the process of finding/purchasing the home and hope to be

remodeling the property in late spring/early summer of 2010.
*Rebuilding the foreclosed home will take 7 — 8 weeks.

*The cost of working with Habitat on the house is

1 person, 1 day, $100.

*There will be approximately 12 people on a working crew each day.

*EpiscoBuilders raised $11,000.00 at our BBQ last summer but still
needs to raise $40,000 - $50,000 for this project.
*How can you help? Donate your $$$ and/or your time

The founding partner churches involved in this project are: St. Martin’s on

the lake, St. Stephens Edina, Trinity Excelsior, St. David’s Minnetonka,
St. Edwards Wayzata, and St. Albans Edina.

WE NEED YOU!!!

HEALING AND SUPPORT

Russell Bennett

Mildred Bjornson

Chuck Doerr

Joshua Farley

Alexander Hatori

Chuck and Bonnie Hatton
Rocel Kingman

Suzanne Nelson

Lorraine and Donald Nordblom
Patricia J.

Jean R.

Shirley Rezabek

Nadine Rockwood

Paula Sallman

Sue Schmidt

Jeff Striggow

Miles Thompson

Zoe Vaughter

For those in the Armed Forces,
and for the victims of natural
disasters and wars.

PRESI DENTS”
February 15th

Who was the first President -

1 To be inaugurated in Washington,
D.C.?

2. To ride on a railroad train?

3. To speak on the radio?

4. To speak on television?

And-

5. Which President served the

shortest time in office?

6. Which President served the
longest time in office?

(See Page 9)
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ST ey

February 5, 2010

11:30 a.m. in the library.

POT LUCK! MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

We will be viewing the movie, “Babette’s Feast,” followed by a dis-
cussion. The movie begins with a portrait of two elderly and pious
Christian sisters who live in a small village on a remote and beautiful
but barren and chilly village in Sweden. They are the daughters of a
pastor who founded his own strict Christian sect. Though the pastor
himself has long since died, and the sect draws no new converts, the
aging sisters preside lovingly over their dwindling brood of white-
haired, rural resident believers.

The film will offer an opportunity for discussion about what Eucharist
means to each of us.

Everyone is welcome!

VALENTINE GREETINGS

Valentine greetings were popular as far back as the Middle Ages (written Valentine's didn't begin to ap-
pear until after 1400), and the oldest known Valentine card is on display at the British Museum.

17th Century

Early Valentines consisted of original poems or thymed letters. By the 17th century, Valentine Writers
were available. These were booklets containing an array of appropriate Valentine messages. People
made their own cards using verses or poems copied from the booklets.

18th Century

After 1723, American Valentines began to grow with the import from England of Valentine Writers.
The messages were copied onto gilt-edged paper or other decorative sheets. One popular writer con-
tained not only verses to be sent, but acceptance or “answers” that could be returned

19th Century

The first commercial Valentine's Day greeting cards produced in the U.S. were created in the 1840s by
Esther A. Howland. Howland, known as the Mother of the Valentine, made elaborate creations with real
lace, ribbons and colorful pictures known as "scrap".

St. Martin’s Cloak - &



CHI LDREN" S MI NI STRY FEBRUARY 2010

We’ ve made it through January and here

The Dairy Queen in Spring Park opened on the 30" January. That is my marker of
spring is just around the corner. ’'m always sad to see it close the end of October.
Winter is here. I know if [ make it till the end of January and the DQ opens, spring
is on it way. I hope everyone’s 2010 started on a positive note . It has been a good
start to 2010 for my family and me.

The activities for February are as follows, the 3" graders and up will have a Lock-
In at the church on the 12™ February starting at 6:30pm with dinner served to
9am on Saturday. Please sign up on the sheet in hallway and everyone needs a
permission slip. Friends are invited. Everyone is to bring a favorite movie, game
and snack to share. I will try to have enough cinnamon rolls for everyone. The
youth and adults both really like cinnamon rolls!

The children have been learning hymns with Mrs. Dayton and will be singing in
church on Family Sunday February 21*. The children and Mrs. D take the first part
of Sunday school time and go to the choir room upstairs to learn a group of hymns
to sing. They sound wonderful and Mrs. Dayton does a wonderful job. We made
Valentines on the Group activity day the 31st of January, so expect something spe-
cial from your little valentines on the 14™ of February

See you in Church

Martha Mason

PRESIDENTIAL ANSWERS CORNER
from page 5

1.Thomas Jefferson 2.Andrew Jackson 3.Thomas Woodrow Wilson 4. Franklin Delano Roosevelt
5 William Henry Harrison — 1 month 1841 6. Franklin Delano Roosevelt —12 years, 1 month, 8 days 1933-1945
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EPISCCBUILDERS PAMKE SUPPER
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH, EXCELSIOR
DETAILS PAGE FIVE
[ o
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